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SUBJECT: CERP 0008 -UNDP: EVALUATION OE UN-ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
MAURITIUS 

REP: STATE 72386, MARCH 26, 1976 

1. FOLLOWING EVALUATION UNDP PROGRAM IN MAURITIUS IS KEYED TO 
REPTEL: 

A. THE UNDP RESREP COORDINATES ALL UN PROGRAMS IN MAURITIUS. HE IS 
AN EXPERIENCED, SENIOR UNDP OPFICER WHO HAS RECENTLY ARRIVED IN 
MAURITIUS. HE MAINTAINS CLOSE RELATIONS WITH THE GOVERNMENT OP 
MAURITIUS THROUGH THE ECONOMIC PLANNING UNIT (EPU) LOCATED WITHIN 
THE MINISTRY OP ECONOMIC PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT. HE ALSO 
MAINTAINS CONTACT WITH ALL OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND 
EMBASSIES IN MAURITIUS. THE RESREP TOLD EMBOFF THAT THE IBRD 

IS CONSULTED DURING THE PRESENTATION OF THE COUNTRY PROGRAMMING. 
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RESREP STATED THAT BECAUSE OF SIZE OF MAURITIUS AND THE UN 
PROGRAMS HERE, HIS STAFF IS ABLE TO DEAL WITH THE WORK LOAD. 

B. UNDP RESREP PARTICIPATES IN INFORMAL COORDINATION MECHANISM 
FOR BILATERAL PROGRAMS. AID REPS FROM THE VARIOUS WESTERN 
EMBASSIES (INCLUDING INDIA) MEET MONTHLY FOR AN INFORMAL 
LUNCHEON REVIEW OP THEIR PROGRAMS. USSR AND PRC DECLINE TO 
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PARTICIPATE AND THE US HAS NOT PARTICIPATED DUE TO LACK OF 
AID PROGRAM OF ANY SI- 
ZE. THE ECONOMIC PLANNING UNIT (EPU) IS 

THE UNDP'S POINT OF CONTACT 'WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF MAURITIUS. 

THE RESREP STATED THAT HE 'WAS PLEASED 'WITH THE DEGREE OFF 
SUPPORT THE EPU HAS GIVEN HIM SINCE HIS ARRIVAL. 

C. UNDP COUNTRY PROGRAMMING IS NOW FIGURED ON A YEARLY BASIS, 
RATHER THAN A FIVE YEAR BASIS. THIS IS DUE TO THE FINANCIAL 
RESTRAINTS IMPOSED ON THE UNDP WORLD WIDE. THE UNDP PROGRAM 
FOR MAURITIUS WAS CUT BY TWO MILLION DOLLARS, FROM SEVEN 
MILLION TO UNDER FIVE MILLION DOLLARS IN FISCAL YEAR 1975-76. 

SEVERAL PROGRAMS THAT UNDP HAD BEEN FORCED TO DROP WERE TAKEN 
OVER BY BILATERAL AID PROGRAMS. ALL EMPHASIS IS BEING PLACED 

ON CONTINUING EXISTING PROGRAMS RATHER THAN BEGINNING NEW 
PROGRAMS THAT WOULD FORCE OTHER PROGRAMS TO BE CUT DUE TO A 
LACK OF FUNDS. 

D. UNDP AND EPU WORK CLOSELY ON PREPARATION OF COUNTRY PROGRAMS 
FOR MAURITIUS, EPU SUGGESTS PROGRAMS AND CONCEPTS THAT 

UNDP RESREP REVIEWS TO DETERMINE IF THEY FALL IN THE UNDP 
PURVIEW OR IF THEY WOULD BE BETTER HANDLED THROUGH BILATERAL 
AID CHANNELS. ONGOING PROGRAMS ARE REVIEWED CONSTANTLY TO 
DETECT AND CORRECT PROBLEM AREAS IN SPECIFIC PROGRAMS BEFORE 
THE ENTIRE PROGRAM IS IND ANGERED. 

3. EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT UNDP PROGRAMS ARE BOTH EFFECTIVE AND 
RELEVANT TO MAURITIUS'S DEVELOPMENT. IN PART THIS IS DUE TO 
FACT THAT PROGRAMS ARE NOT IMPOSED ON MAURITIUS FROM OUTSIDE, 
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BUT COME FROM GOVERNMENT AND PRIVATE SECTOR SUGGESTIONS. 
FINANCIAL STRICTURES LAST YEAR FORCED UNDP TO DROP SEVERAL 
MARGINAL PROGRAMS (SEE PORT LOUIS 0353, 23 APRIL 1976), AND 
RESREP CONSIDERS NONE OF THE PRESENT PROGRAMS MARGINAL. SOME 
OF UNDP'S MORE IMPORTANT PROGRAMS ARE: (I) A MILLION DOLLAR 
PROGRAM (ACTUAL ASSISTANCE COMMITTED IN 1976 US DOLLARS 
1,023,560) TO PROVIDE SEVEN EXPERTS, EQUIPMENT AND FELLOWSHIPS 
TO THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION AND THE UNIVERSITY OF MAURITIUS. 

(2) US DOLLARS 5 1,5 1 1 ACTUAL ASSISTANCE WAS COMMITTED IN 1976 
TO THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND THE UNIVERSITY OF MAURITIUS TO 
PROVIDE AN EXPERT AND EQUIPMENT FOR TRAINING IN ENVIRONMENTAL 
AND OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH. (3) ACTUAL ASSISTANCE TOTALLING US 
DOLLARS 417,789 WAS COMMITTED IN 1976 FOR FAMILY PLANNING SERVICES. 
THE ASSISTANCE WAS FOR EQUIPMENT, DRUGH, CONTRACEPTIVES, AND 
TRAINING ASSISTANCE. (4) IN THE FIELD OF ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL 
POLICY PLANNING THE MINISTRY OF ECONOMIC PLANNING AND 
DEVELOPMENT RECEIVED AID EQUIVALENT TO US DOLLARS 38,231 IN 
1976. THIS WAS TO SUPPORT AN ECONOMIC ADVISER TO THE MINISTRY. 

(5) THE MAURITIUS PORT AUTHORITY WAS PROGRAMED FOR ACTUAL 
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ASSISTANCE EQUAL TO US DOLLARS 90,000 IN 1976 TO SUPPORT TWO 
TECHNICAL ADVISORS. 

F. EMBOFF HAS DISCUSSED FULL LIST OF PROJECTS WITH FORMER UNDP 
PROGRAMMER, WHO WAS ACTING RESREP. INFORMAL DISCUSSIONS WITH 
RESREP ARE HELD FROM TIME TO TIME. UNDP PROFESSIONALISM IS 
EVIDENT IN ALL COUNTRY PROGRAM PLANNING. 

G. GOVERNMENT OF MAURITIUS THROUGH ECONOMIC PLANNING UNIT HAS 
PROPOSED NO PROGRAMS SPECIFICALLY TO ACHIEVE TWIN OBJECTIVES 
DESCRIBED REFTEL PARA G (WOMEN IN DEVELOPMENT). WOMEN DO 
PARTICIPATE IN FORMULATING MAURITIAN EDUCATIONAL, HEALTH AND 
MEDIA POLICIES. UNDP IS WILLING TO SUPPORT ANY REALISTIC 
PROGRAMS SUGGESTED BY THE EPU TO HELP WOMEN. 

BROWN 
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